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4. in a Ship, by Tempeſts roft, Fo. 
' When all is yielded up for loſt, 


When thro the leaky Sides, the Sea 

Reſiſtleſs, raging, burſts it's Way, | y 
Deſpair ſets ev'ry Head a thinking | 

How to preſerve the Ship from ſinking 3 

Thus Men of each Degree and Station, 

Concur to ſave a ſinking Nation. Hudibras; 
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© hols who Vave Power to redrels t 
ON Wet y obſerve thro the whole 
u, One univerſal Com laint 6f the Decay'of 
Trade, the Oppreſfion of Landlords, and the 
5 9 of Nudel, ; and yet I mee! fd he a- 
Jong. al Schemes e eh lend 
Evils, any 155 in particular, whi Ee 


ſuccegd. 
But what flint an Addition to Ws Fr 
thally Proſpect of Affairs, is the unbounded Li 
æur) and Extravagance, both in 
Entertainments, Which Perſons of all Fate l 
Degrees run ing at preſent, tho* in gerieral we 
labour under 1— Hardſhips and Poreny. 
We are alleQted i ip 4 quite different 
frota all the Nations upon Earth; for, wie 
thers, Wealth is the Mother of Tann, but with 
us Poverty has the very fame Effect: gener 
thers, Scargiſy is the Parent of Ind 
Fieh, us it is the Nurle of Jdloneſs ard Ff 


2. ATT 


We labour to imitate our . El 
dms in nothing but their Extrava withs 
eur having the fame plentiful Aids of Gere 


AL 
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er app! our a8. to the Study of Fair-deal. 
 infto! Them Lene In fnort, by our dyn 


ill — —— we are brought to ſo low an 
Ebb of Nat and Credit that our 1 
ſeems incapable 

nde | e link Mn nge, 
3 very Ck — Heart, I do na mo 

Vas a. Detection ot. their 

Patel W's 2 Remedy. a NAT ey 
for that Purpoſe, 1 have four, to: 
8 a Scheme as Will het 


ebt, with all poſit ible But an od Plea 5 Ha 


* 
Subject, and in ſo or * Les Tha. we maß a 
neither complain © being d With Pg 11 
continued Taxes, (as ſome aer 7 
often preſume to do,) nor quite. 400 pair of be bel 5 
once more in a thriving” "Condition. Co wo u 
Let us conſiger what thoſe Hices. are, ae fi 
at preſent BEET moſt artiong us; and 1 belie ere, d 
upon Enqui y,.they will be fon Perjury, * p 
#ication,, 491 dene , Fivvaring Sauer, Jt tl 
he Fraud, Biden, and Ban others: tl 
ould it not then be wort of our onder 3 

5 $197, whether a moderate? Bohn on every fl 
icular Vice, inſtead of laying an en h. ; 

xy upon Mane, Hops, and other. Commodities, 
would not ſupply us with a ſufßcient Sum in 4 it 
| 5 ſhort Time 5 Such-a Tax muſt of Neceſſi- || 
ry yield 4 va a Revenue, and prove the moſt in- &t 
Aluble, and indeed the 35555 Scheme for, ur || tc 
Prof rity, © if it e Nn BR. MPT © to be | t 
rontin nued. - 2 N 
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F 4 progeed to Particulirs, i it may} 
got be-mile to premiſe, that this Tax is nat des 
Ig ned ſor any one County or. Province in this 
Kingdom, but totextend itſelf ;univerfally: over 
zheiwhole: Nation; becauſe different Vices may 
fouriſh,i in different Gounties, as different Plants 
in their gifferent Soils; as Perjnry in one, Theft 
in ehen, Diſſimulation and , Flaitery in ano 

7, Rapine in another, and ſo of the Reſts: 

5 take ut to be: Our; peculiar faplt 
WES 3:5079 VENT $i | 
And leaſt any Diſputes may beter arify 
about the Nature of Perjury, the Intention of 
Aft in this Particular, or what Pevſons are 
10 de ſußject to this Tax, I muſt here alſo pre» 
wiſe, that eyegy Che confirmed. hy an Qath, is 
undoubtedly Perjury, whether before a Magiz | 
firate; or behind a Counter. And, therefore, we 
do not Jede, but the trading Part of our Pegs 
ple will be great Benefactors to the Publick, in 
this particular hd. ol as well as in many! 1 

thers. 1 witot ©, 

Theſe two Things being premis d. let us fa 
ſe that in this large Country, Soo. Perſons 
Fe put of this Infirmity each Day: Which 
omputation muſt be allow*d very moderate, 
if we recollect, that this Number is not above 
a four hundredth Part of the Inhabltants of 
this Kingdom, who are generally computed 
to ampunt to Two Millions. And if we furs 
ther, conſider, what. ſtron | Inducements our 
N atives have to präctiſe it; from its being often 
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FLY 
— teneficial | If we" cinder the 
great Uſe made of it in all Borte of Traffick ; the 
Demands” for it in Law. farts; the great 
Adv of it in Elections, and the undeniable 
Profit of it in all — we ſhall think 
the water ooo Till more reaſonable. 
Let us then ſuppoſe every one of this Num 
ber to be perjur d, only once every Day; (which 
is a very favourable Suppoſition) and ſubject on. 
iy to x Tax of Six- penee for each Offence ; fo 
which Sum, perhaps, be may procure. either 
| tbe Death of an Enem an Eſtatefor his Friend, 
dr Fortune for himſelf (all which are eſteem⸗ 
ea very defirable) the Tax will be too incen- 
fiderable to make any one murmur, and yet will 
Field the Sum of 125 J. a, Pch, towards dil. 

charging dur national Debt. 

Baſides, this Tax, tho? yery low; may in Re- 
aliy be very profitable to Mankitd ; for Are 
tormiss, Sueden, Uſurers, Butchers, and other 
Honeſt Traders, wilt fears think it imſiversbi6 
to the Expence of Time, to forſwear themſelves 
- for any Profit from One Penny to Sixpence, in- 
elufive, (as now cuſtomary,) but will at leaſt, 
for every Tranſgreſſion, expert” to gain ſufhejein c 
to deſray the Tax. t 

However, I would have all fworn Confablet, 
- and all Co/ieffors of this and many other Taxes. 

. entirely exempted from any Penalty, as privi- 
ledg*d Perſons ; becauſe, by that Means they will 
be enabled to be very ſerviceable in their eve 
oy Stations, - 
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-Earnigatien, ap che N. is at preſemt, would 
furniſh the Publick with a large Sur, egen at 5 
F 4 ang ba tha: has prevail A an the: gen! | 


Lexus then compire, that in the ſeveral Party 
ch this Nation, 3000 per Day were liable to ba 
taxed for this general Vice, only. at two. Shils 
ings: The Sum ariſing from this to the publick 


d; will amount to 300 7. per Day, and im 
I know. it may be hete objected, that I. have 
chmputed upon too {mall a Number, and that J 
might juſtly- account rather upon Twenty or 
Thirty Thboufand per Day, in the ſeyeral Coun- 
ties of this Kingdom: But, | tho? I own thia 1 
Objection to be very ſtrong, i we were to cn \ 
ſider the Opportunities of Wakes, Patron-Days, | f 
Hay- making Seaſons, May-Days, Religious Pile: 4 
gramages to Holy Malls, Balls publick and pri- 

vate, and many. other commodious Scenes tor that ö 
kind of Entertainment; yet I. would rather 1 
chuſe to err on the right Side, in too ſmall, than 4 
too great a Computation. : 4 
l 2 — the Popi/o. Clergy will make ſtrong. : 
Remonſtrances agginſt this Tax; and pleads... N 
that it is deſign d to oppreſs them ; that all Na- 
tions of the Earth allow-them-/ a Foleratium in fy | 
this particular Point, as — 
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but as would hot have füch pf jute 


5 complain of the (eaſt Ri ws Fihalſ'r readily” 
ts hiv Veins ec e19%a 1 2157 
Drunkenneſs 1 would only tax at+ Sixpen N. 
Betaùſe it migut be 2 JjudiciaFto” His Maj ip 


Revenue, to diſe itz and confeq ject 
fut ect the Propdſer to to Petit. A0 * 


Let us then cempute, Fac 
| Thouſand Perſons, Gömeh n bay Sib 8 10 07 


Part of the People in this Ringagtm) were by 


liable to be tax dg he Amount would b& 500 
per Day. And how extręamly moderate "this 
Computation is, may appear 0 any one who? 


conſiders, that beſides the uſual "Opportunities, 


of Taverns and private. Hoiſes, there are Flelti. 
ons; Fairs, Mayors FeaRs, Univerſity 'Tre reals, 
Evporation Dinners, Chriſtmas Regales, Weds) 
dings and Chriftnings, both in Town and Coun. 
try, and many other irreſiſtible Inducemerits to 
this manly Vice, which-would, perhaps, if nice- - 
Iy calculated, daily furniſh us Wich two Thirds 
more than our computed Number, and by that 
' Mens greatly conduce to the Publick Good. 
But however, I would, by all Means, exempt 
all Country FJuſtices of be Feate, whether 
Squires or Parſons'; becauſe it would be un- 
ſeemly to ſee ſuch honourable and revererid Par- 
ſanages inſulted by meaner Officers, as often as. 
ey might be Gicovered in ſuch i Condition. 
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Str Arne would be a moſt univerſal? © 


Benefit in this Caſe ; becauſe at preſent it ſerves 
to ſeaſon the Diſcourie of all Ranks and De- 
grees of Men. It is the principal I is 
ent and Decoration of modern Totes, 
Cthes, Nnarrels, Love-Speeches, Diſputes, 
Mreats and Promi ſes, and conſequently ca pable 
of affording an incredible Revenue, d 
However, let us ſuppoſe 40 thouſand Perſons 
der Day, liable to the Tax of 6 Pence only, for 
each Offence of this Kind; which, conſidering 
the great Number of Markets, Coffee-Honſes, 
Shambles, Barracks, and Gamitg-Honſes in this 
Kingdom, is a very inconfiderable Number; 
et even this Article will furniſh us with 100 
. per Day; which would amount to near two 
Thirds of the Publick Debt, 
Our Laws have amerſed each Offence in this 
110 at one Shilling, ordering one Half to the 
Informer; and the other to the Poor, which in 
my humble Opinion, was very ill concerted ; 
for if the 1 did really intend that this 
Law ſhould be punctually enforc'd, they ought 
to have divided the whole Mulit between the 
Ioformer and the Fuftite, without any Regard 
o the Poor, and then, they might be affured, 
it would be vigorouſly executed. | 
I am already apprehenſive, that all military 
Perſons will expect an Exemption from Taxes | 
n this Account, becauſe they may plead Pre- 
edents for many Generations, may alledge the 
Power of Cuſtom, the Decency and — 
x "EY B | 7 9 


+ Good, it will be hard to exempt them. 


fallibly be liable to this Tax in all its Branches, 
by which Means they might be utterly impove- 
Tiſh*d, I believe it may not be improper to allow 


Andl as this is a favourite Talent, we might 


- Diſpoſition, eſpecially where it may promote 


great an Admirer of theirs, to deſirè any 


{ 


of it, when n led with other Bi 


courſe, or that the cenſorious World, would 
perhaps ſuſpect, they knew nothing of God at 
all, it they did not ſometimes mention his Name; 
and many other Reaſons of equal Weight: But 
tho' thele Remonſtrances are very juſt, yet as f 


_ po 9” + 


tis is the only Means by which our Standing] 


rmy can poſlibly conduce to the National 


However, as the military Power would in- 


all Foot-Soldiers and Field-Officers, all young 
Enfigns, ſpruce Cornets, naval Captains, Cabin. 
Boys and Quarter-maſters,4.0 or|5o Oaths a Day; 
entirely free from any Tax or Penalty. 
As for Slander, ſuppoſing only 20 Thouſand 
per Day, taxed at Sixpence for every Offence, 
this Article would daily, afford the Publick (a 
the loweſt reaſonable Computation) 500 1. 
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have ventur'd to Tax it much higher; but 
weuld not ſeem to diſcourage ſo charitable a 


the Intereſt of my Country. 
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As to the Ladies, 


- 


I have been always too 


Reſtriction ſhould be laid on their Pleaſure 
either Private or Publick ; and therefore I would 
have them tax d only half as much as the Men 
Jer every little Error of this Kind, becauſe S/ary ,.. 


= 


» 1 


11 


wer, in Men, is 2 Ae unnatural and acquir- 
ed, and generally praftic'd to ingratiate them- 
ſelves with the oppoſite Sex; whereas this gentle 
Failing in Females, is innate, and impoffible to 
be reſtrain'd ; which is a Caſe that demands our 
utmoſt Compaſſion. | 
I think all Drawing-Rooms, Aﬀemblies, and 
all Plages of publick Reſort for Ladies ought to 
be exempt from any Penalty, becauſe it is ſo 
material a Part of the Diſcourſe and Amuſe- 
ment -of thoſe Places, that ta Tax them for 
each Offence, would be in Effect, to enjoin 
them perpetual Silence; which, if it were poſ- 
ſible, would be too great a Misfortune, both to 
| i: and the World, to be exacted trop 

* Infidelity and Blaſphemy would furniſh us 
with'a conſiderable Sum; and as they are net 
originally of our own Growth, but annually im- 

ported from . eee, Kingdoms, they 
Supt to be ſubject to ſome Duty, which in few 
Years would probably be a vaſt Addition to the 
publick Revenue. Yet as this 'Fraffick is prin» 
eipally carried on by young Lawyers, and tra- 
velling Squires, any Attempt to tax ir, would 
certainly meet with too vigorous an Oppoſition. 
But on Condition it might paſs into a Law, I 
would gladly exempt both Eawyers of all Ages, — 
Subaltern and Field. Officers, young Heirs, Dany 4 
aing-Maſters, Pick-pockets and Players. | | 

Let us now only conſider the ſeveral Sum 
Filing from the Tax on our Feds, us we have 

B 2 8 before 
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befor Os hs. 25 the — and In. 
| N of this Scheme "on appear demon- 
bl 
T The Publick Debt o 
this Nation is about | 


| And the Tax 

For Perjury' = »  « 
Fornication » 
Drunkenneſs 
Swearing - 


| $00,000 L 


Foul per Day | 
; Which i in 182 Days, or half a Year, will as 
Fee to 479,150 1, which! is conſiderably more 
an our national 
But leſt by the univerſal Poverty of our Peo- 
ple, which is much to be fear'd, or by their 
growing more virtudus, which never can be rea- 
onably apprehended, this daily Income ſhould 
fall ſhort of what we have computed, I muſt 
' humbly beg Leave to offer ſome other Improve- 
ments of this Scheme, which will undoubtedly 
anſwer all Deficiencies. - | 
And for this Purpoſe, what if a rere Tax was 
— * all manner of Perſons who preſum'd to 
| . fry till 1 were full 40 Years old. If any 


oult prove Fool-hardy enough to tranſgreſs a 
aw 8 calculated ſor he Happineſs of Men, 


0" Offence would be of * Benefi 7 c 
U 
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. 
Publick ; and if providentially it ſhould prove 
an efſectual Reſtraint, there muſt of Neceſlity 
be fewer Children in each Family, and of Con- 
ſequence, the Number of Beggars and Wretches 
in this Kingdom, muſt proportionably decreaſe. 
And what would ſtill be more material, perhaps 
in one Age, if this beneficial Act ſhould be con- 
tinued, the greateſt Part of this Country would 
require to be new peopled from E-----4, a Cir- 
cumſtance greatly to be wiſh*d ; becauſe ſuch an 
Accident would probably cure that Nation of 
its inveterate Antipathy to the Inhabitants of 
this, at leaſt for ſome Generation. 
As for the Scheme to tax Batchelors, which 

has lately been propoſed to the Houſe, by one 
of its Honourable Members, I muſt beg Leave 
to think it highly improper ; becauſe Batches» 
lors of all Ranks and Degrees, are real Bepefa» 
ors to the Publick, by not furniſhing it either 
with Beggars, or Oppreſſors of Beggars, one of 
which muſt infallibly be the Conſequence of 
Marriage in this Country. _ 

I would alſo earneſtly requeſt, that all young 
Clergymen, Who, with more Paſſion than Pru- 
dence, ſhall dare to marry before they are bene- 
fic'd, may be liable to a moſt ſevere Tax, equal 
to a Prohibition ; becauſe ſuch Offenders muſt 
Inevitably multiply Beggars, live in Contempt, 
and die in Poverty, 
35 Theſe 
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d many other Expedients, might ea- 


ily Be found upon any Emergency to furni 
gonkiderable Sums for the National Debt. _ 


But 
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| Yer and above our Publick Debt, I will allow 


tw). 


But as there will remain about 19 550 l. 0- 


one hundred thouſand Pounds of it for Sallaries 
to ſuch Perſons as ſhall be appointed Collectors, 
and I hope this will be a reaſonable Provifion, 
tho* generally above one half of every Tax is 


expended in paying proper Officers to collect 


it. The Overplus may be depoſited i in the Trea- 


Jury for any other pious Uſe. 


And if this Scheme ſhould he fo fortunate as 


to ſucceed, as I have no Reaſon to doubt, from 
the preſent Diſpoſition of the H-— of End 
all thoſe Noblemen who ſhall be appointed Com: 


miſſioners, will have excellent Opportunies of 
promoting their Nephews, Couſins, Footmen, 
Fofterers, Valets, and other valuable Dependents 
to good Incomes, and Places of Truſt and Cre- 
dit. But I would, by. all Means, have none 
but Engliſhmen nominated to be Tax-gatherers; 
becauſe we may rationally ſuppoſe, that they 


will be intirely free from Prejudice, in favour of 
the Natives of this Kingdom. 


Thus would a moderate Tax upon our Vices 


apparently contribute to ſave this Nation from 


utter Ruin. Many Perfons who have not the 
leaſt Excuſe for their Irregularities at preſent 
(except the commendable Publick-ſpirited Con- 
tempt for Religion) might then plead in their 
own Defence, that their Immoralities had pre- 
ſerv'd their Country. And by this Means, we 


might be turniſh' d with a N e of Pai riots, 
h e 0 
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* 1 
f 15 5 
who probably would never prove ſo in any o- 
ther reſpect. 
But I muſt 1 beg Leave to diſſent from 
that 5 Gentleman, the admired Author 


of the Fable of the Bees; tho, perhaps, ſuch a 


Particularit 1 of Opinion may injure my Chara- 
cter with ſeveral of my Lay - brethren of moſt 
Profeſſions; and I muſt publekiy declare, that 
there can be no other Method, half ſo good as 
oe; to make Private Vices Publick Benefits, 
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